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OPPOSED IN NORT 


On the 23rd of April, the North East 
Frontline Patriots had planned a 
demonstration in Newcastle. This demo 
in particular was a long time in the plan- 
ning for the local fash. As such, various 
anti-fascists planned to oppose them. 


Counter-demonstrating in the North East, 
and most demonstrations in general held in 
this part of the country, present unique 
problems for anti-fascists. The police are 
even less trained and less knowledgeable 
than the forces of the bigger cities at deal- 
ing with protests, and consequently are in- 
credibly ‘trigger happy’ with their arresting 
powers. Despite this, we persist. 


Northumbria IWW branch joined anarchist 
groups and other anti-fascists in opposing 
them on the day. We gathered hours 
before their expected arrival, and were 
greeted by vast amounts of police who 
were constantly attempting to ask us ques- 
tions and to cut off potential escape routes. 


When the fascists finally arrived, it was a 
laughable affair from start to finish. We out- 
numbered them 3 to 1, and possibly even 
more so than that. 


IWW.ORG.UK 


H EAST 
i 


Any attempt at them chanting or spreading 
their disgusting filth of an ideology was met 
with even louder chants from the anti-fas- 
cist camp, drowning them out. The police 
continued to separate the two groups and 
protect the fascists. 


The chants continued to drown out the fas- 
cist attempts at giving speeches and play- 
ing music (with them hilariously attempting 
to play a song by The Clash at one point). 
After around 30 minutes, clearly humiliat- 
ed, the fascists began to break off a few at 
the time, until only a handful remained. It 
was at this point that the nazis unrolled a 
banner which bore the phrase ‘White 
Pride” on it. 


This was greeted with the anti-fascists 
shouting scum at them until they dispersed 
around two minutes later, clearly defeated. 
It should be noted the police remained 
solid in their protection of the nazis even 
when this banner was on full display. 
As such, the counter-demonstration was a 
huge success, it showed the power of or- 
ganising against such fascist scum, and 
mirrors the successes of other similar 
counter demonstrations that have occurred 
across the country. 

Northumbria IWW 


BRANCHES rer FOR MAY DAY 


IWW members from across Britain and 
Ireland joined with other workers to 
mark May Day 2022. Belfast, Clydeside, 
Dublin and Sheffield branches sent re- 
ports to Wildcat on their activities on 
the day. 


The Belfast Wobs brought together the 
labour history of the city, and local cam- 
paign work around environmental issues, 
in their slogan. “We Only Want the Earth”. 


The slogan was originally from James 
Connolly, a founding member of the IWW, 
who spent time in Belfast as a labour or- 
ganiser. And it speaks to the local, and 
global, campaign against plans for environ- 
mentally destructive gold mining in the 
Sperrin Mountains. 


Clydeside Wobs were involved in two 
events on May Day. FWs formed their own 
contingent on the saa mney ey 


march, complete with IWW flags. 


Members in Dumfries took the lead in or- 
ganising a rally in the town, and were 
joined by some local unions and campaign 
groups. 


Dublin Wobs worked with a number of in- 
ternational revolutionary unions and envi- 
ronmental groups as part of Global May 
Day in an attempt to raise awareness 
around the theme of climate justice and 
class struggle. 


They also paid tribute to the organising ac- 
tivity of James Connolly in the city in the 
early twentieth century. 


Dublin IWW members joined with trade 
unions and community groups throughout 
Dublin today marking the annual May Day 
March and Rally organised by the Dublin 
Council of Trade Unions. 


A Spokesperson for the IWW Dublin said 
“We marched in solidarity with workers of 
varying ideologies and backgrounds to pay 
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tribute to all those workers who came 
before us in the fight for social justice. 


“This united mass of workers celebration 
made its way from the Garden of Remem- 
brance to Liberty Hall where a number of 
speeches were delivered by trade and ten- 
ants union members. 
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"The IWW would like to give remembrance 
to the the Workers of the ITGWU who 
faced intense police repression in the 
strike and lockout of 1913 as well as the 
volunteers of the Irish Citizen Army who 
were willing to organise to defend their 
rights and protect their fellow workers." 


The newly formed Sheffield /South York- 
shire branch made a public showing with 
their contingent on the city’s May Day 
parade. 


Solidarity with Kurdish activists was a 
prominent theme on the parade, in re- 
sponse to South Yorkshire Police’s attack 


on the regular Kurdish human rights pro- 
test outside the Town Hall, in the week 
before May Day. 


Make 
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Workers Blockade P&O: 


Cops Arrest Trade Unionist on the Picket 
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P&0 JOBS 


The Trade Union movement rallied 
behind sacked P&O workers at the Port 
of Larne. Members of the RMT called a 
protest outside the gates of Larne Har- 
bour following from their mass sacking 
of eight-hundred seasoned seafarers in 
March of this year. 


The sacked staff, joined by fellow workers 
from across the trade union movement, 
protested at the entrance to Larne Port’s 
freight entrance. 


Nearly as soon as banners were unfurled 
and placards waved, Police officers at- 
tempted to move workers along. Police at 
all times had open lines of communication 
with the scab staff inside the Port — going 
so far as to redirect freight away from the 
entrance to avoid having to face sacked 
workers. 


The British Government, and their enforc- 
ers in the PSNI, have ignored the outra- 
geous actions of bosses and board mem- 
bers of P&O Ferries and DP World. In- 
stead, ordinary workers are targeted while 
bosses and board members reap the ben- 
efits of their assault on workers rights. 


Speaking to the sacked P&O workers, 
their anger was palpable — several in at- 
tendance today had worked onboard P&O 
services for over two decades. 


They still have not been able to retrieve 
their personal belongings from cabins on- 
board their former workplace. Former 
workers rightly pointed out that P&O’s ac- 
tions — and the British Government's tacit 
acceptance of it — signal a step-change in 
corporations attitudes to organised labour. 


TetR ts 


~ 


foe See 


By dismissing well-trained, and hard-work- 
ing staff, they have paved the way for other 
employers to do the same. 


Now, more than ever, workers need to 
come together and organise to protect the 
gains the labour movement has made, and 
fight the ongoing cost-of-living crisis. 


However, all those in attendance were 
pleased to see that P&O Ferries disdain for 
ordinary workers is clearly costing them fi- 
nancially. 


One worker present said that the busy 
Friday crossing to Cairnryan was woefully 
under-filled in both passenger and freight 
traffic, suggesting that the calls to Boycott 
P&O are having the desired effect. 


Only one lorry attempted to cross the 
picket line. Workers stood firm and blocked 
lorry from entering the port. Seeing this, 
PSNI officers rushed in to ‘clear a path’. 
One officer shoved an ex-worker and trade 
unionist further into the road. 


The same officer then claimed the worker 
had assaulted him, and arrested him on 
the spot. In the face of eight-hundred job 
losses, forced removal from their vessel in 
March, and no access to personal belong- 
ings still onboard, police attacked workers 
demanding basic respect. 


PLAY YOUR PART! 


Help mobilise your branch to attend and 


support pickets wherever you work or live! 


Solidarity with workers on strike help builds 
real working class unity! 


Message from the 
newly elected 
International Solidarity 
Secretary of the IWW 


The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) 
is a union for all, everywhere, and we be- 
lieve that now, more than ever, the solu- 
tions will come from international coopera- 
tion; going beyond the borders of the 
states and the the temptations of isolation- 
ism. 


Every day, workers, refugees, families and 
children display shows of solidarity and re- 
silience in face of the capitalist system, all 
forms of imperialisms and their wars. 


We believe that the IWW can be a force of 
change, for another reality, today and ev- 
erywhere. 


If you are already involved in international 
actions or would like to be and can help in 
any way please get in touch and we will 
see what we can achieve together. 


You can do so by contacting me with a 
new email at the international@iww.org.uk 
email address and writing the relevant sub- 
ject of the email. 


IWW International Secretary 
international@iww.org.uk 


Statement from new 
Wildcat newsletter 
committee secretary 


Many of you already know me as | have 
probably spammed your branch at least 
once advertising Wildcat, but for what is 
worth | just wanted to say hi as the new 
secretary of the newsletter committee. 
Thanks to the FWs who voted in the 
Union’s regional elections! 


As | said in my pre-election statement, not 
much will change for me in terms of my 
new role, as all decisions regarding article 
submissions are taken collectively within 
the committee. Without having one anoth- 
er, we are powerless. Also, cheers to 
Bruce, the previous secretary of the com- 
mittee, for all his good work with Wildcat! 


As always, keep sending us your articles 
as without them we won't be able to pro- 
duce anything at all. Every written piece 
matters and is a good way to show other 
FWs what you’ve been up to as well as to 
contribute to democratic debates within the 
Union. 


With care, love, and solidarity, 
Georgios 
newsletter@iww.org.uk 
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SOLIDARITY WITH KAVALA OIL WORKERS 


These lay-offs happened despite worker’s 
warnings of the health, safety and environ- 
mental dangers of leaving the facility un- 
staffed. 


The workers’ fears about safety proved to 
be well founded. In early April an explosion 
SOLIDARITY wiry STRIKING ~~ D “ . occurred at the site, and a large fire broke 
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An Injury To One Is An Injury h- 


The solidarity campaign organised a pro- 
test for the Energean AGM, in London on 
May 26th. 


as 3 \ ee mee ‘Mysteriously’ the company announced last 
_ Global 31 May Day: ‘ 2 Re minute changes and moved the AGM to a 


| - Derry WW Solidarity With KAVALA Oil Workers Sa 7 different location. 


ae te 


a _ Click HERE to read the full solidarity state- 
The IWW Environmental Committee have cuts in workers’ salaries and allowances. ment and sign the petition of support. 


been working in solidarity with the 
Pan-Hellenic Energy Federation and Earth Workers have carried out a number of in- 


Strike UK, in support of workers at Kavala dustrial actions in order to defend their jobs WHAT’S HAPPENING 
Oil, in Greece. and ensure the safe operation of the site. IN YOU rR AREA? 


Wildcat is the monthly newsletter of the 
IWW. If you or your area has a story or 
issue that needs highlighted to mem- 
bers and supporters then please email: 
newsletter@iww.org.uk 
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Kavala Oil, owned by London based Ener- _— They have been attacked by riot police, 
gean, owns and operates the only oil field who used flash grenades, which caused a 
in Greece. In April 2021, Energean an- power cut at the site, and they have been 
nounced a unilateral restructuring program __ laid-off, with all 185 workers at the plant 
which involved mass layoffs and €6 million being dismissed. 


Community Organising In Leicester 


The centre and its various partner services 
provide a wide varied range of community 
educational and developmental services as 
well as play host to a number of important 
community outreach events. 


From their twitter page, members of the 
East Midlands & Eastern IWW tweeted of 
* the event itself: “Great to see workers and 


their families today for #FAB_L's launch Wildcat Newsletter issue #27 (July 2022) 

event. Anticapitalist organizing is needed 

more than ever @H_fieldsCentre” We call upon members to write or report on 
what is happening in you area. 


Members ef the East Midlands’ Eastenr East Midlands & Eastern IWW 
IWW took part in a community outreach S : +t 
day of activities and events at the High- 
fields Centre in Leicester. 


We are particularly interested in campaign 
stories, organising, training, lessons 
learned, hints & tips. 


On the day itself, local wobblies helped 
create an Industrial Workers of the World 
information stall in an effort to bring news 
and awareness of the union to the local 
community and how people can get in- 
volved. 


Around 250 - 300 words max. 


If you have an idea then please have a 
think about doing a write it up over the next 
couple of weeks. 


Please email: 
The Highfields Centre which hosted the 


days events is located in the heart of a vi- 
brant and diverse community in Leicester. Community Solidarity: Highfields Centre 


newsletter@iww.org.uk 
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